
 

 

 Friday 26th June 2020           Twitter: @stjamesrc       

St James’ RC Primary Newsletter 

Weekly Newsletter 

Dear Parents,  
I hope that you are all enjoying this beautiful 
weather.  
 
This week we welcomed some of Year 1 back and 
it was lovely to see them. We continue to miss the 
children that are at home and they are in our 
thoughts and prayers. It is wonderful to hear all 
about the Home Learning that is happening online. 
We are all very proud of the children who are 
doing so well at home. We know that it must be 
difficult. Please remember to send in any 
photographs of the work that children are proud 
of so that we can celebrate it in the newsletter.   
 
I wrote to parents this week explaining that 
children in the Priority Bubble, Reception Class, 
Year 1 and Year 6 will finish on Friday 17th July. 
Father David will be celebrating Mass from church 
on the morning of Friday 17th July at 10am and this 
Mass will be live streamed.  
 
Archbishop John Wilson has sent schools a video 
for the Year 6 leavers.  He wants to wish them well 
as they begin a new journey and he offers a 
blessing for their futures. Please see the following 
link:   
  
https://youtu.be/Z0nzYNgKIl8 
 
Class teachers will soon be in touch with Years 2, 3, 
4 and 5 to explain how we can see them in school 
for a couple of hours on Monday 20th or Tuesday 
21st July. We are looking forward to seeing these 
children and letting them say their goodbyes 
before the summer. They will be able to collect 
their belongings and of course meet their new 
teachers. We are also organising a way that the 
children in Reception and Year 1, whether they are 
in school or at home, can also meet their new 
teachers before the end of term.   

Headteacher’s Message 
 
The class teachers for September are:  
 
Reception:    Mrs Richards / Mrs Grist (0.5 day a 
   week) 
Year 1:           Miss McCarthy 
Year 2:           Mrs Martin 
Year 3:           Miss Atkinson / Mrs Walter (0.5 day a 
   week) 
Year 4:           Mr Parr 
Year 5:           Mrs Wilson / Mrs Grist (0.5 day a 
   week) 
Year 6:           Mrs Connolly 
 
Next week we will be sending home via email your 
child’s report for this academic year.  These will be 
sent throughout the week so please be aware you 
may receive sibling reports on different days.  The 
report will be in a reduced format due to the 
situation that we have found ourselves in this 
year. Please understand that these reports are 
based on the assessments that were made in 
March. Staff would like to thank you for 
supporting the learning on seesaw and this will 
stand the children in good stead for next year. 
However, work completed at home and carried 
out during this lockdown period has not been used 
to calculate teacher assessment as this is always 
based on fully independent work observed by the 
teacher. Your child’s current level might appear 
lower than the levels that were predicted for the 
end of the year and were given to you at the 
March parents’ evening. This is because the 
predictions were made before the lockdown. For 
Year 6 children, secondary schools have been 
given both the children’s March levels and the 
predicted levels that we were expecting if we had 
had a normal year. As you will see, some 
curriculum areas have been removed from the 
reports as teachers have not been able to 
complete the curriculum for this academic year.  
Please be assured that all teachers will be doing 
transition work when schools are back between 
this year’s learning and next year’s learning. Please 
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affected by the pandemic in our community and 
throughout the world.  
 
Have a good weekend.  
God bless,  
Mrs Weeks 
 
Word on Wednesday 
 
This week the word is FAITH. On Sunday we 
celebrate the Feast of two saints who have helped 
to share faith throughout the world, St Peter and 
St Paul. In this Sunday’s Gospel, Peter professes 
his faith in Jesus as the Son of God. Jesus then 
gives Peter the important task of leading the 
Church. Helping our children to grow in faith is one 
of the greatest gifts we can give them. Faith in God 
transforms how we see the world. You could ask 
your child what the word ‘faith’ means to them 
and ask them who they know who has great faith 
in God?   
 
Summer Reading Challenge 
 

Please remember to sign up to The Summer 
Reading Challenge at https://
summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/ 
 
Pupil Premium  
 
Pupil premium is a sum of money given to schools 
each year by the Government to improve the 
attainment of disadvantaged children. Pupil 
Premium payments, which are used to enhance 
the quality of your child's education, are available 
to all eligible pupils. 
  
Your child may be eligible for pupil premium if you 
receive any of the following benefits:  
 
· Equal Based JSA / ESA  
· Income Support (IS) 
· Income Based Jobseekers Allowance (IBJSA) 

also note that the DfE has stated that attendance 
is not reported for this academic year. When you 
have read the report, if you would like to discuss it 
with the class teacher please contact them via the 
office.  
 
Please see the attached annual parent 
questionnaire. I would appreciate it if you could 
return it either by email or post by Monday 13th 
July. Your responses are very important to us and 
feed into our school development and 
improvement plan. We always listen to your ideas 
and suggestions.   
 
The work in school is going well. The school 
kitchen is now the last area to be finished and I am 
sure that this will not take long. 
 
This Saturday would have been our Summer Fair. 
Never mind! I am sure that next year’s fair will be 
here before we know it!  Thank you to everyone 
who continues to raise money for the school. I 
found out this morning that over £5000 has been 
raised by the 154 families in the school. It is quite 
unbelievable! Thank you to everyone who is 
donating money and fundraising. We are now 
really looking forward to the virtual concert on 
Friday 10th July but slightly worried that we will let 
everyone down with the Murder Mystery!  
 
I wanted to take this opportunity to thank Izzy in 
Year 2 for raising money for the school by growing 
and selling kale. It was lovely to receive her letter. 
Thank you, Izzy! 
 

Francesca in Year 5 has raised over £400. Jamie is 
now 360cm in length and still growing!  
 
We continue to pray for all those who have been 
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· Income-related employment and support 
allowance (IRESA) 
· Child Tax Credit, provided you are not entitled to 
Working Tax Credit and have an annual income, as 
assessed by Her Majesty's Revenue and Customs, 
that does not exceed £16,190  
· Guaranteed Element of State Pension Credit  
· Where a parent is entitled to Working Tax Credit 
run-on (the payment someone receives for a 
further four weeks after they stop qualifying for 
Working Tax Credit)  
· Support under part VI of the Immigration and 
Asylum Act 1999.  
 
Please contact the school if you feel that your 
child is eligible. 
 
A message from the governors 

Dear Parents, 

Welcome back to all our returning families in 
Reception, Year 1 and Year 6.  Governors hope 
that your children are enjoying being back in 
school.  Thank you for your patience as repairs 
were made to the school building following the 
flood. 

Governors have maintained regular contact with 
Mrs. Weeks and her staff.  We are grateful to 
them for their hard work and dedication especially 
in drawing up the robust Risk Assessments to 
enable the specified groups of children to return 
to school alongside the children of our Key 
Workers.  Governors have seen the numerous 
measures put in place to keep children and staff as 
safe as possible – the welfare of children and staff 
have been at the heart of our decision making.   

We have also been informed step by step of the 
ongoing repairs caused by the flood.  We 
appreciate and thank Mrs. Weeks and her team 
for all the extra work that has been involved in 
having builders on site in an already 
unprecedented time. 

We also would like to thank the PTA for all the 
money raised during the lockdown and for all  
your support of them in so many ways. 

You are all in our thoughts and prayers as we 
move forward in the first small steps in our return 
to normal. 

Mary Hutchinson  Chair of Governors 

 

Olivia in  Y5 created some lily art work 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Noah in Y2 made a  picture of a storm using 
metallic paint, tissue paper and colouring pencils  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lizzy in Y4 made a Rainbow slide tower 



 

 

Joshua Y1 Geography      Kayleigh Y4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    Rebecca Y2       Reika Y4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    Madeline Y3, RE 


